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WEEDS OF LOCAL CONCERN
These are additional non-native, invasive plant species that are not classified as
noxious weeds on the state list but are problematic in Klickitat County. These
species often impact and degrade native plant and animal habitat. The County Weed
Board recognizes these plants are invasive and is collecting information and providing
education on control. The Board encourages and recommends control and
containment of existing populations and discourages new plantings, but control is not
required. * indicates known population in Klickitat County

Common Name

Scientific Name

common St. Johnswort *

Hypericum perforatum

jointed goatgrass *

Aegilops cylindrica

wild carrot *

Daucus carota

A

weed is a plant

that has mastered
every survival skill
except for learning
how to grow in rows.
~Doug Larson
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Who is
responsible for
weed control??

Tansy ragwort—unmanaged

managed—Tansy ragwort

RCW 17.10. holds landowners responsible
for controlling noxious weeds on their property. The weed board will provide assistance in identifying noxious weeds, and
advice on control options. Voluntary compliance with Washington’s weed law is encouraged. If a landowner refuses to control
their noxious weeds the weed board, as
authorized by state law, can arrange for
the control work to be done and bill the
landowner for costs incurred.

Tansy ragwort, Senecio jacobaea
Other known names - Tansy ragwort, Cankerwort, Common Ragwort, Dog Standard,
European Ragwort, Fleur de Jacob, Herbe Dorée, Herbe de Saint-Jacques, Hierba
Cana, Hierba de Santiago, Jacobée, Ragweed, Ragwort, Senecio jacobaea, Séneçon
de Jacob, Séneçon Jacobée, Staggerwort, Stammerwort, Tansy Butterweed, St.
James' Wort, Stinking Nanny, Stinking Willie

Introduction
Tansy ragwort first came to the Pacific Northwest early in the 20th century,
probably as a “stowaway” in ships traveling from Europe.
Because tansy ragwort contains a slow-acting poison that can kill livestock, it
is a big problem to anyone who raises horses, cattle or other grazing animals.
Tansy ragwort can also cause liver damage (similar to cirrhosis) in humans,
and should NEVER be used as an herbal remedy or tea.
It takes constant work and vigilance to reduce and control tansy ragwort,
because a single plant can produce up to 150,000 seeds. This is one of
many reasons why landowners are legally responsible for helping control it.
If you have any questions about how to be more strategic about managing
tansy, please contact us and a weed specialist can work with you on a plan.
If you see tansy ragwort blooming and not being controlled on roads or in
your neighbors’ pastures, give us a call at 509-773-5810, so we can make
sure those sites get controlled.

Tansy ragwort—Yellow, usually has 13 petals.

Tansy

Washington’s
Weed Law
Washington’s weed law
(RCW 17.10) mandates
the control of many weed
species. “Control” is defined in WAC 16-750 as
the prevention of all seed
production. Each year,
the list of noxious weeds
is updated. The complete
weed list (found in WAC
16-750) encompasses
three different categories
of weeds.
Class A weeds are nonnative species with a limited distribution in the
state. Therefore eradication of all Class A weeds
is required by state law.
Class B weeds are nonnative species that are
established in some regions of Washington, but
are of limited distribution
or not present in other
regions of the state. In
regions where a Class B
is unrecorded or of limited
distribution, prevention of
seed production is required. In regions where
a Class B species is already abundant or widespread, control is a local
option.
Class C weed species
are already widely established in Washington or
are of special interest to
the state’s agricultural
industry. Placement on
the state noxious weed
list allows counties to enforce control if locally desired.

Simcoe Mountains

Goldendale, WA - Klickitat County

Spring
&
Weeds
With spring approaching after an extremely wet winter, many have begun thinking about what to do with
their gardens. Along with the concerns of what to plant and how to
take care of existing plants, gardeners and farmers consider how to
deal with weeds.

Mark your Calendar
Conservation District Plant Sale
Eastern Klickitat Conservation District holds annual plant
sales in order to provide a convenient source of plants for
conservation and landscape planting, and to raise money
for conservation projects in the district throughout the
year. Theyalso do special orders.
The 2015 sale will start in December or January.
To request a catalog by mail, call Mindy
at (509)773-5823 ext. 5, or e-mail cdoffice@gorge.net

While some weeds are simply a
common nuisance, others, known as
noxious weeds, have become more
of a concern due to their ability to
reproduce quickly, spread rapidly
and choke out other plants. Others
are classified as noxious weeds because they increase erosion and
harm animal habitats. Many are nonnative plants that have been brought
into areas by animals, water routes,
wind and humans.



QUARANTINE LIST
The Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) maintains a quarantine list of plants, also called the prohibited
plants list, whose sale or distribution is prohibited in the state. All Class A noxious weeds are on this list. There are also
plants on the list to prevent them from being imported and spread in our state. For example the WSDA recently added
three species to the quarantine list: (oriental clematis (Clematis orientalis), French broom (Genista monspessulana), and
giant reed (Arundo donax), (except variegated cultivars). For a complete list go to: www.nwcb.wa.gov
Also available for download are the popular Garden Wise booklets which illustrate non-invasive, alternative plants for
your garden. Go to: http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/nwcb_publications.htm
Feel free to stop by our office for a hard copy……..228 W. Main St., Room 230, Goldendale, WA 98620

Weeds, weeds, weeds

Noxious and invasive weeds seem to be a
never ending battle for producers and applicators. These problematic weeds are
tough and can spread quickly under normal
management practices. They can and will
grow virtually anywhere from landscapes,
lawns, gardens, farms, ranches, roadsides
and anywhere in-between.

applicators need to identify the correct control measures and apply those measures in
a timely fashion. Sometimes it’s necessary
to apply rescue treatments to infestations
that have gone unnoticed or just simply
have gotten away for whatever reason.
These treatments can reduce the infestation level and may prevent some seed production. However, a follow-up treatment
In most cases, troublesome weeds are
will be needed especially during the correct
introduced (non-native), meaning they have application period.
been brought here on purpose or by accident usually from another country. Most
Scouting areas known to be infested with
plants or weeds have natural enemies
troublesome weeds can pay great rewards.
which help to keep them under control.
These scouting trips allow one to locate
The problem is these introduced plants
and identify possible problem areas. This
don’t always include their natural enemies
also provides an opportunity to spot treat
when they are introduced to new areas.
small and isolated infestations which greatThis allows the plant to thrive and possibly ly reduces pesticide costs and exposure to
over populate.
the environment. Depending on the weed
Controlling noxious and invasive weeds
can be a daunting task. However, applying
control measures at the “correct time” verses “when you have time” will gain you excellent results. Landowners and

Spotted Knapweed,
Centaurea stoebe

species one may be able to control a few
unwanted plants by digging or cutting depending on the plants growth stage and life
cycle.
For assistance or recommendations in controlling noxious weeds contact us at (509)
773-5810

Diffuse Knapweed,
Centaurea diffusa

Springtime
Take time to plan. Proper
planning can reduce future
maintenance costs by reducing the potential for noxious
weed introduction and
spread.
Stop movement of Noxious plant materials and
seeds. Workers, materials, equipment can carry
weeds between sites.
Minimize soil and vegetation disturbance. Disturbance can allow opportunities
for noxious weeds to colonize a new area.
Maintain desired plant
communities. Resistance
to weed establishment is
greatly increased by a
healthy plant community with
native and desirable species.
Practice Early Detection
and Rapid Response. To
prevent the spread of weeds
and reduce costs the early
detection and eradication of
small populations is crucial.
Regular monitoring of areas
to detect new infestations
increases the chances of
success of weed free areas
to enjoy.

RESOURCES
How do I dispose
of weeds I have
hand pulled???

VALUABLE WEBSITES
Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board:
http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/


In cooperation
with our area landfills we
are glad to offer an inspection and free disposal
certificate to take to
one of the county landfills. Call our office
(509) 773-5810

Pacific Northwest Weed Management Handbook
http://pnwhandbooks.org/weed/control-problem-weeds


Washington State Extension:
https://pubs.wsu.edu/ListItems.aspx?CategoryID=142



Contact Us
Give us a call with questions, concerns or to set up an appointment to make a plan for your land.
Klickitat County Noxious Weed Control Board
228 W Main St., Rm 230
Goldendale, WA 98620
(509)773-5810
Email:

On the web at:

Noxiousweed@co.klickitat.wa.us

http://www.klickitatcounty.org/WeedControl/

Prepare Now…
Clean all spray equipment
Ensure proper calibration—spray
flow
Purchase herbicides
Use good protective practices


Wear long sleeve shirt/long pants



Wear protective (latex) gloves



Eye protection



Wide brimmed hat

Klickitat County Noxious Weed Control Board
228 W. Main St., MS-CH-23, Room 230
Goldendale, WA 98620

Have a plan for your land

