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What is National Public Lands Day?
National Public Lands Day (NPLD) is the nation's largest,
single-day volunteer effort for public lands. NPLD 2015 will take
place on Saturday, September 26.
On NPLD more than 175,000 volunteers and park visitors
celebrated at more than 2,100 public land sites in all 50
states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Visit their
website to register for updates.
http://www.publiclandsday.org
NPLD began in 1994 with three sites and 700 volunteers. It
proved to be a huge success and became a yearly tradition, typically held on
the last Saturday in September. Since the first NPLD, the event has grown by
leaps and bounds.
In 2014, about 175,000 volunteers worked at 2,132 sites in every state, the
District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.
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improve public lands across the country
Seven federal agencies as well as nonprofit organizations and state, regional
and local governments participate in the annual day of caring for public lands.
National Public Lands Day keeps the promise of the Civilian Conservation Corps,
the "tree army" that worked from 1933-1942 to preserve and protect America's
natural heritage.

Medusahead Rye, Taeniatherum caput-medusae
Other known names - Medusahead, medusa's head, medusahead rye, medusahead grass

Medusahead Rye

Introduction
MEDUSAHEAD is an annual grass which was accidentally brought into this country
and has become a serious threat to range land. It can reduce the grazing capacity by
as much as 40 to 75 per cent. How do I recognize it? Medusahead often gains a foothold on a range before anyone even suspects that it is in the area. At first glance, it
looks like cheatgrass or other bushy headed grasses, but it can be identified by certain
features. It is generally 8 to 12 inches tall and has seeds with long, twisted awns. (The
name, medusahead, refers to the mythical Greek goddess who wore snakes in place
of hair.) The seedhead remains bristly even after the seeds have fallen. Small barbs on
the awns point outward and can be felt by rubbing with the fingers. In the spring, medusahead stays green about two weeks longer than cheatgrass and it can easily be distinguished from cheatgrass at this time. In later summer, medusahead can be distinguished by its light golden color at maturity. Once it becomes established, medusahead grows in very dense stands. A mat of undecomposed stems, 2 to 5 inches
deep, with new plants growing up through it, is quite characteristic. Why is medusahead so undesirable? On many ranges, medusahead is unpalatable to livestock at all stages of growth. On others, it may
have minor forage value before heading out in the spring. The forage has an unusually high silica content, which makes it low
in nutrient value. Also, the sharp awns are dangerous to livestock. They frequently cause punctures and infection of eyes,
throat, and other tissues. In areas with favorable climate, medusahead replaces cheatgrass and effectively prevents or slows
the re-establishment of perennial grasses.
Furthermore, it produces large quantities of seeds which are a constant threat to nearby ranges. The dense litter is also undesirable. It is an extreme fire hazard in the summer, ties up soil nutrients ordinarily available for plant growth, and shades or
smothers out seedlings of valuable forage plants. Sometimes it even smothers out its own seedlings-but only for a time. What
areas is it likely to invade? Medusahead has already infested 120,000 to 150,000 acres in eastern Washington. The potential
area is much greater. Medusahead can grow in most places where cheatgrass grows except for areas that get less than 10
inches of rain a year or areas that have sandy or gravelly soils without a clay layer in the upper 2 feet. What can I do about it
on my land? Medusahead is not a serious problem where good stands of perennial grasses- exist. If you have good stands,
manage them carefully to avoid opening up the land to annual grass invasion. Where practical, annual grass ranges should be
converted to perennial grasses and then managed to maintain permanent cover. Get local advice from your county agent for
medusahead control. General recommendations are as follows: Chemical Control. Spray with 3 pounds (commercial product)
of dalapon in 10 to 20 gallons of water per acre. Apply before the boot stage, but after most of the medusahead has sprouted
(late February-March). If broadleaf weeds are a problem, spray with 1 pound of 2,4-D per acre during late April or May. Repeat
both sprays as necessary. Chemical control should be followed by seeding in the fall or the following spring. Cultural Control.
Tillage usually gives better control than chemical treatment. Disk or plow in the
spring before annual grasses flower. Fallow during the summer. Reseed in late fall
or early spring, depending on reliable soil moisture. Burning? Get a plan approved
by local fire control officers. Burn on a hot, dry day to get a clean burn. Burning will
help destroy seeds and reduce next year's medusahead stand, but it should be followed with tillage for satisfactory control. Burning can also be followed with spraying
as outlined above. Reseed in the fall or the following spring. Reseeding. Any control
operation should include establishment of adapted perennial grasses to prevent reestablishment of medusahead. Defer grazing until the plants are well established.
This will take only a few months on good sites, but may require two or more years
on poor ones. Once a seeding is ready, it should be grazed under a plan that includes such items as proper stocking, season of use, water development, salt distriMedusa from Greek Mythology
bution, and riding.

Fall is an excellent time to
control weeds
Noxious & Invasive
Species: A threat to
our Ecosystems

Fall rain and cooler temperatures provide good conditions for
extending the herbicide application season. The following species
and many others (see pg. 4) can be effectively controlled in the fall.
Follow the links for control recommendations for each species.

Of all the threats to our natural
ecosystems, perhaps the most
overlooked is the invasion of noxious
and invasive plant species.
Originally introduced by humans for food,
ornamental use and other purposes, an
estimated 5,000 non-native plant species
now exist in the wild, where their hardy,
adaptable nature allows them to
outcompete native pants for precious
resourses in a variety of habitats across
the continent.
As outsiders to these habitats, invasive
species often grow unchecked, choking
out native plants and threatening to
drastically change ecosystems to the
point that they are no longer habitable for
native wildlife.
The job of restoring the balance to our
nation’s ecosystems is not an easy one
and it’s often up to expert vegetation
managers to remove these alien species
while still allowing desirable plants to
flourish.
While mechanical methods can be used
to manage certain invasive plants, alone
these techniques often cause more
damage by opening areas to of other
invasive noxious species.
Proper use of the correct herbicides
allows vegetation manager’s to
selectively control noxious and invasive
species with minimal impact on the
surrounding ecosystem.



RUSSIAN KNAPWEED
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CANADA THISTLE

LEAFY SPURGE
BIENNIAL THISTLE
BLACKBERRY

ABSINTH WORMWOOD
YELLOW STARTHISTLE
RUSH SKELETONWEED

COMMON TANSY

Weed tips for Fall
Fall is the best time to control perennial
weeds, because they begin moving
carbohydrates produced by
photosynthesis to the roots for winter
storage instead of to upper plant parts
for continued growth. If herbicides are
applied at this time, the chemicals are
transported to the roots along with the
carbohydrates, killing the entire plant
instead of just the parts above soil.

Blackberry
control
Fall is good time to think about controlling Blackberries.
Both of our invasive blackberry species, Himalayan and
evergreen, are still growing quite actively in September
and October, and this can be a good time to control them
while minimizing impacts on dormant native vegetation.
Spraying foliage with Glyphosate is effective until leaves
start to turn color and die back. Also, cutting back canes
and digging up the roots works anytime, but is even
easier in the fall when soil is looser than the summer
months. As a bonus, birds aren't nesting now, so
removing blackberries now will reduce impact on any
birds that might have been using the thickets in the
spring. However, when digging up blackberry, avoid
exposing soil near streams and rivers where it will wash
into the water during storms and high waters of the winter.
In sensitive areas, make sure to use hand-operated tools
only, not heavy equipment that can increase erosion and
soil damage. For cutting, there are heavy-duty blades
that can be used on weed trimmers or brush cutters or
there is the always effective, if time-consuming, long
handled loppers. Digging roots out with a shovel works
fine, but somewhat easier is a claw-style mattock that can
hook onto the base of the plant and help you lever out the
root ball.

For best results, treatments should be
applied to new shoots actively growing
from underground parts. Treating old
leaves/stems proves to be less effective.
Don’t expect 100% control when targeting difficult weeds. Two or three herbicide applications, 2-3 weeks apart will
usually be necessary for control.

Don’t mow for at least 2-3 days to allow
plants to take in the chemical.
Many products are available for broadleaf perennial weed control. Remember
to read and follow the label when using
any pesticide.

FIRE & WEEDS
Fires have been in the news a lot lately.
As mentioned in the Medusahead article
on page 2, burning can destroy seeds.
Fire is a disturbance and opens the land
up for invasion as well. Fire also creates
an opportunity to reseed for pasture or
range to improve the grazing and a good
stand of grass can also prevent weed
invasion.

RESOURCES
How do I dispose
of weeds I have
hand pulled???
In cooperation
with our area landfills we
are glad to offer an
inspection and
free disposal
certificate
to take to one of the
county landfills. Call
our office
(509) 773-5810

VALUABLE WEBSITES
Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board:

Pacific Northwest Weed Management Handbook

Washington State Extension:

Contact Us:

Klickitat County Noxious
Weed Control Board
228 W Main St., Rm 140 Goldendale, WA 98620
(Now located downstairs in WSU/Extension office)
509-773-5810
Email: noxiousweed@klickcounty.org
Website: http://www.klickitatcounty.org/
WeedControl/

Have a plan for your land

CENTRAL & EASTERN KLICKITAT
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
FIRST EVER…………………

Wildflower Bulb and Seed Mix Sale
Featuring Native bulbs and seeds for fall planting

Taking orders through September 25th.
Call Mindy at (509) 773-5823 x 5 or email cdoffice@gorge.net
Catalogs and order forms also available
online at ckcd.org and ekcd.org

Klickitat County Noxious Weed Control Board
228 W. Main St., MS-CH-23, Room 140
Goldendale, WA 98620

