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What is a RCW?
The Revised Code of Washington (RCW) is the compilation of all
permanent laws now in force. It is a collection of Session Laws (enacted
by the Legislature, and signed by the Governor, or enacted via the
initiative process), arranged by topic, with amendments added and
repealed laws removed. It does not include temporary laws such as
appropriations acts. The official version of the RCW is published by the
Statute Law Committee and the Code Reviser

“Plant and your
spouse plants with
you; weed and you

The online version of the RCW is updated twice a year, once in the early
fall following the legislative session, and again at the end of the year if a
ballot measure that changes the law passed at the general election.

weed alone.”

Noxious Weed RCW’s
RCW 17.10. holds landowners responsible for controlling noxious weeds on their
property. The weed board will provide assistance in identifying noxious weeds,
and advice on control options. Voluntary compliance with Washington’s weed law
is encouraged. If a landowner refuses to control their noxious weeds the weed
board, as authorized by state law, can arrange for the control work to be done and
bill the landowner for costs incurred.

Canada Thistle, Cirsium arvense
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Define WAC
16-750??
Washington Administrative Code
Regulations of executive branch
agencies are issued by authority of
statutes. Like legislation and the
Constitution, regulations are a
source of primary law in
Washington State. The WAC
codifies the regulations and
arranges them by subject or
agency. The online version of the
WAC is updated twice a month.
Canada Thistle - Flowerheads

Canada Thistle, Cirsium arvense
Other known names - Canada Thistle, Canadian Thistle, Lettuce From Hell Thistle,
California Thistle, Corn Thistle, Cursed Thistle, Field Thistle, Green Thistle, Hard
Thistle, Perennial Thistle, Prickly Thistle, Small-flowered Thistle and Way Thistle. The
first two names are in wide use in the United States, despite being a misleading
designation (it is not of Canadian origin).

State Noxious Weed list &
schedule of monetary penalties.
Link:
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/
default.aspx?cite=16-750

Introduction
Cirsium arvense is native to southeastern Europe and the eastern
Mediterranean region. Some sources also trace it back to southern Europe,
western Asia and northern Africa. As it was introduced to North America in
the early 17th century, accurate records of its original distribution in its native
habitat are unknown.
Canada thistle is a member of the sunflower family. This weed is a perennial
with an extensive root system and propagates readily from seed and from
root segments. Single plants have been known to spread 10 to 12 feet
through the soil by root growth in a single season.
Canada thistle can send up new shoots from a depth of several feet, and
roots that are unable to grow new shoots can still survive underground for up
to five years. Within three weeks after germination a new seedling has
become a perennial plant and is capable of regenerating new plants from root
segments. Flowers may produce 40 to 80 seeds per head. The fluffy plumes
of the seed head can travel long distances on the wind, and this is the major
means of spread for the weed.
Because of the root system and ability to regenerate from root segments,
herbicides offer the best means of control. The two most effective times for
herbicide application is at the bud stage and during regrowth in the fall prior
to a killing frost. Canada thistle cannot be controlled with one herbicide
application. Seedlings may emerge in treated areas for up to 20 years.

Canada Thistle - Leaves

Once you have controlled the perennial
plant you must be on the lookout for
seedlings.
All herbicides must be used according to
label directions.

Washington’s
Weed Law
Washington’s weed law
(RCW 17.10) mandates
the control of many weed
species. “Control” is
defined in WAC 16-750
as the prevention of all
seed production. Each
year, the list of noxious
weeds is updated. The
complete weed list (found
in WAC 16-750) encompasses three different
categories of weeds.
Class A weeds are
non-native species with a
limited distribution in the
state. Therefore
eradication of all Class A
weeds is required by
state law.
Class B weeds are
non-native species that
are established in some
regions of Washington,
but are of limited
distribution or not present
in other regions of the
state. In regions where a
Class B is unrecorded or
of limited distribution,
prevention of seed
production is required. In
regions where a Class B
species is already
abundant or widespread,
control is a local option.
Class C weed species
are already widely
established in
Washington or are of
special interest to the
state’s agricultural
industry. Placement on
the state noxious weed
list allows counties to
enforce control if locally
desired.

Russian Knapweed infestation

Horses + Bad weeds = Trouble
Horses are relatively selective grazers and poisoning is
comparatively rare, but when feed selection is restricted or when
toxic plants are included in prepared feeds, many horses are poisoned.
Culprits?? Russian Knapweed and Yellow Starthistle (See pg. 6)
Knapweed or yellow-starthistle intoxication is a disease of neglect,
as horses must be forced to eat them. Poisoning occurs when
horses are kept on a small pasture with limited feed. As other
forages are exhausted, some horses develop a taste for knapweed
and may continue eating it even when supplemented with other
forage.
This poisoning has been called "the chewing disease" (horses
chew but can't swallow).
Next comes facial-muscle hypertonicity that causes "smiling,"
tongue lolling, protruding tongue and head tossing. Trying to drink,
some horses submerge their muzzle in the water. These early
neurologic signs become worse and lead to lethargy, loss of
interest in food, dehydration, malnutrition, difficulty breathing,
incoordination, muscle tremors and severe depression. (cont’d pg. 6)

Weed tips for
January/February


Checklist to
prepare for



Spring
If you plan to use any pesticides this year, you
should thoroughly inspect your pesticide
application equipment to make sure that it is in
good working order and replace any damaged or
faulty components. You should also calibrate
your pesticide application equipment (see page 5
for instructions) to ensure that you are
applying pesticides at the proper labeled rate.





Pull over-wintering
weeds now while the soil
is soft and moist. Rosettes of weeds like
knapweed, tansy ragwort, garlic mustard, milk
thistle and poison hemlock are pretty easy to
find now and the roots
will come out without
breaking.
Scotch broom pulling is a
great winter project. It is
very easy to find scotch
broom with its evergreen
stems.
Mulch before the weeds
pop up.
Get rid of invasive tree
stumps before they start
to re-grow.

Do you know your neighbors?
Take the first step, introduce yourself.
Organize a neighborhood work party!!

Now is a great time of year for pulling ivy, Scotch broom and other invasive weeds, and the best way
to do it is with a big group of energetic volunteers. There are work parties going on regularly throughout the county and there is certainly one near you. Contact Local/state park departments, community
groups, schools and churches. If you would like help in organizing a work party.
Call our office. 509-773-5810

Small Sprayer or Hand Gun
Calibration
1. Mark off an area 18.5 feet by 18.5 feet in driveway or equipment parking
area**.
2. Using only water, adjust the pressure and spray pattern like you will use in the
field.
3. Spray the marked off area and have someone time you as you spray the area.
4. Spray into a bucket for the same number of seconds that it took you to spray the marked area.
5. Measure the volume of water in the bucket in ounces.
6. The number of ounces will equal the gallons per acre your sprayer is delivering.

** 18.5 ft. by 18.5 ft. is equal to (1) 128th of an acre. There are 128 fluid ounces in one gallon; therefore, every
ounce applied to (1) 128th of an acre is equivalent to 1 gallon per acre.

To determine the amount of chemical to put in your sprayer use the following formulas:
(gallons of solution) X (rate of chemical) = amount of chemical needed
Example: 10 gallon tank, sprayer calibrated at 50 gallons per acre (gpa), apply herbicide at 2 quarts per acre.
(10 gal / 50 gpa) X (2 quarts of herbicide needed)
(32 fl. oz. per quart) X (0.4 quarts) = 12.8 fluid ounces needed

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR – DON’T SPRAY DURING WINDY CONDITIONS
THAT FAVOR VOLATILITY. READ THE ENTIRE LABEL BEFORE
PURCHASING AND APPLYING ANY HERBICIDE. AFTER SPRAYING WEEDS
CLEAN YOUR EQUIPMENT BEFORE LEAVING THE SITE TO PREVENT
SPREADING WEED SEEDS TO OTHER AREAS.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Yellow Starthistle

Horses +
Bad weeds =
Trouble (cont’d)
Russian Knapweed
Russian knapweed is a bushy, branched
perennial, reaching 1 to 3 feet tall and
forming clones or colonies from vigorous,
deep, spreading rhizomes. Flowers are
pink to purplish, about 1/2 inch in diameter
and appear during the summer and fall.
Russian Knapweed is a deep-rooted long
lived perennial. The roots may grow to a
depth of 23 feet. Some stands have been
in existence for 75 years. It forms dense
colonies in cultivated fields, orchards,
pastures, and roadsides.
A native to Eurasia, Russian Knapweed
was introduced into North America in the
late 1800s. Absent only from southeastern
U.S., it has become widespread in other
regions.
Russian Knapweed is toxic to horses and
causes chewing disease. (From Wikipedia)

Yellow Starthistle is an annual or biennial
growing 20 to 80 cm tall (18 to 36 inches).
Plants have deep taproots, winged stems
and are covered in thin white, woolly hairs.
Flowerheads with a wide base and
composed of yellow flowers. Bracts at the
base of flowerheads with spine tips of
varying lengths. Larger spines on bract tips
are 3/8 to 3/4 inch long (1.1 to 2.2 cm),
yellowish in color and are star-like in
arrangement.
Native to Eurasia and was introduced to
California around 1850 via South America.
It is now common in open areas on
roadsides, rangeland, wildlands, hay fields,
pastures, and waste areas. Disturbances
created by cultivation, poorly timed
mowing, road building and maintenance, or
overgrazing favor this rapid colonizer. It
forms dense infestations and rapidly
depletes soil moisture, thus preventing the
establishment of other species. It is also
poisonous to horses, causing a nervous
disorder called “chewing disease” (nigropallidal encephalomalacia),
which is fatal once symptoms develop.
Contact Klickitat County Noxious Weed
Control Board for treatment suggestions.
(509)-773-5810

Russian Knapweed,

Yellow starthistle,

Acroptilon repens

Centaurea solstitialis

Stopping late

Season Weeds
Winter annual weeds are the most
overlooked type of weeds. These
germinate in fall, spend winter as
young vegetative plants, then shift
into prime-growth mode as soon
as the weather warms in spring. In
warm climates and warming
winters elsewhere, some of these
continue to grow slowly even in
December, January and February.
Winter annual weeds die off when
hot weather arrives but not before
dropping new seed that sits
dormant in summer and
germinates when weather cools.
Examples of weeds that sprout in
fall include henbit, deadnettle,
common chickweed, prickly
lettuce, hairy bittercress, annual
bluegrass, cheatgrass, wild
mustard, corn speedwell,
horseweed or marestail,
catchweed bedstraw, shepherd’s
purse, and annual sow thistle.
Fall-sprouting weeds get started as
early as the late summer in
warmer parts of the country and
continue to germinate from early
fall more or less until
Thanksgiving. Dandelions and
buckhorn plantain are two
perennial weeds that also often
sprout in fall. To stop this group of
weeds, apply an early-fall
application of Preen.

~~~~~~~~~~

RESOURCES
How do I dispose
of weeds I have
hand pulled???

VALUABLE WEBSITES
Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board:
http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/


In cooperation
with our area landfills we
are glad to offer an
inspection and
free disposal
certificate
to take to one of the
county landfills. Call
our office
(509) 773-5810

Pacific Northwest Weed Management Handbook
http://pnwhandbooks.org/weed/control-problem-weeds


Washington State Extension:
https://pubs.wsu.edu/ListItems.aspx?CategoryID=142



Contact Us
Give us a call with questions, concerns or to set up an appointment to make a plan for your land.
Klickitat County Noxious Weed Control Board
228 W Main St., Rm 230
Goldendale, WA 98620
(509)773-5810

Email:

On the web at:

Noxiousweed@klickitatcounty.org

http://www.klickitatcounty.org/WeedControl/

Have a plan for your land
CONSERVATION DISTRICT PLANT SALES
Every year they hold annual plant sales which emphasize native plants for your garden and
landscaping, encourages restoration of natural habitats and promotes native species. They try to
provide a variety of plants to meet the needs of the public by providing a convenient, low-cost way
for property owners in Skamania and Klickitat counties to obtain these trees and shrubs.
Why plant native species? Native plants are those that occur in our area naturally, and they come
with adaptations that make them suited to particular habitats found in the Columbia Gorge and
surrounding area. Using native plants saves money, resources and time, reduces weeds, attracts
wildlife and is good for the environment.

Central Klickitat Conservation District go to:

ckcd.org

Underwood Conservation District go to:

ucdwa.org

Klickitat County Noxious Weed Control Board
228 W. Main St., MS-CH-23, Room 230
Goldendale, WA 98620

