
 

 
 

228 W. MAIN STREET, MS-CH-20, GOLDENDALE WASHINGTON 98620 
PHONE 509 773-3706 • 800-583-8078 • FAX 509 773-2480 
SKIP GRIMES: BUILDING & COMPLIANCE  DIRECTOR 

 

K L I C K I T A T  C O U N T Y
 

B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T

 
 
 
When filling out an application for building, be sure to complete the entire application.  The 
property information is very important for reviewing the application.  The parcel number 
must be listed.  The contractor and his contractor license number must be provided in the 
appropriate place.  If you are doing the work yourself, list SELF as the contractor. 
 
When submitting an application for building any structure, whether it be a dwelling, garage, 
carport, agricultural building, commercial building, or storage shed, it must be accompanied 
by one (1) set of structural plans unless the plans have a copyright stamp on them, then we 
require two (2) sets.  Take note in the attached pages of the information which must be 
provided in the structural plans.  Also required at the time of submittal is the initial plan 
review fee.  That amount will be determined by the valuation of the project.  The plan review 
fee is non-refundable. 
 
It will take approximately two (2) to four (4) weeks to process a building permit application, 
as the application must be routed to the appropriate agencies: 
 
Planning Department:  Located in Courthouse Annex 1, 228 W. Main St., Rm. #120, 
Goldendale, WA 98620, (509) 773-5703 or (800) 765-7239 – Provides information regarding 
setbacks, zoning and addresses.  Must review and approve application prior to permit 
issuance. 
 
Plans Examiner:  Structural plans will be routed for review.  You will be contacted by the 
Plans Examiner if there are any questions regarding your plans.  An approved set of plans 
will be returned to you when the permit is issued. 
 
Public Works Department:  Located in Courthouse Annex 4, 115 S Golden, Goldendale, 
WA  98620, (509) 773-4616 or (800) 583-8074 – Provides information regarding roads, road 
approaches and other associated matters.  Must review and approve application prior to 
permit issuance. 
 
Klickitat County Health Department:  Located in the Courthouse Annex 1, 228 W. Main 
St., Rm. #130, Goldendale, WA  98620, (509) 773-4565 or (888) 291-3521 – Provides 
information regarding sewage disposal method and water.  If you have a private water 
purveyor, please indicate the correct name of the purveyor on the application.  Must review 
and approve application for dwellings or any structure with plumbing prior to permit 
issuance. 
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If a dwelling is being constructed or an addition is being built onto a dwelling, an Energy 
Code worksheet will also need to be filled out.  To complete the worksheet, begin on page 2, 
Steps 1 through 3.  Then proceed through and complete all pages of the form answering any 
questions which apply to your particular project.  Be aware that exhaust fans are required in 
all bathrooms, laundry rooms and kitchens, as well as, in some cases, a designated whole 
house exhaust fan.  The Energy Code worksheet listing applicable items for which 
compliance is required will be returned to you with your approved plans when the building 
permit is issued. 
 
If your project is a remodel/alteration or addition to a residential structure, you may be 
eligible for an exemption for physical improvement to a single family dwelling as per 
Chapter 84.36.400 RCW.  Contact the Assessor’s office at (509) 773-3715 or 800-764-2235 
which is located at 205 S. Columbus, Rm. #200, Goldendale, WA, 98620, for more 
information. 
 
When all the approvals are received, a bill for the remainder of the fee will be sent.  Once all 
the fees are paid, the permit can be issued and the approved plans returned. 
 
When a building permit is issued the permit holder must show continual progress every six 
(6) months or the permit will become null and void.  You may apply for an extension of six 
(6) months if more time is needed.  There is no cost for the extension. 
 
The building permit will indicate the required inspections.  Please contact the Building 
Department for an inspection at least one (1) working day before such inspection is desired.  
However, this should not be construed to mean that the Building Department is required to 
perform inspections within one (1) working day of notification, as the Building Department 
work load may not allow this convenience to the person doing the work.  The Building 
Department will make every effort to accommodate you. 
 
Although Klickitat County has no authority to enforce local covenants, it is a good idea 
to check and find out if there are any covenants attached to your property. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the building permitting process, please contact this office 
at (509) 773-3706 or (800) 583-8078.  Thank you for your careful attention to detail! 
 
If your property is located in the National Scenic Area, the Columbia River Gorge 
Commission requires you to comply with all National Scenic Area regulations.  They can be 
contacted at 509-493-3323. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KLICKITAT COUNTY BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
 

PLAN REQUIREMENTS FOR STRUCTURES 
 

All plans must be drawn to scale of at least one-eighth inch (1/8”) equals one foot (1’), 
but preferably one-quarter inch (1/4”) equals one foot (1’).  Such plans must show at least 
the following information. 
 

1. A COMPLETE FOUNDATION PLAN showing all the basic supports of the 
building, including footings, foundation walls, interior pier blocks, posts, 
girders, ventilation, and access openings.  If a basement is to be constructed, 
the foundation plan should show the use of all areas in the basement.  If 
unexcavated, so specify and provide for proper ventilation.  Basement plans 
should also show the location and type of furnace, size of flue and fireplace 
and size of foundation for same, access to basement, direction of joists 
framing, size and location of posts and beams, and garage separation if a 
basement is planned. 

 
2. A FLOOR PLAN should show the size and use of all rooms, size and location of 

all windows and doors, location of plumbing fixtures, appliances, location of 
chimney and fireplace, thickness of fireplace back, size of hearth, type of 
finish floor used, etc. 

 
3. STRUCTURAL CROSS SECTION is a drawing of a building cut through the 

middle.  We look at the exposed, phantom edge.  The structural section will 
show the size of footings, thickness of foundation walls, grade of earth 
retained or backfilled against foundation walls, height of foundation wall 
extending above the permanent grade of the yard around the building, type of 
basement floor, size and spacing of studding, floor joists, rafters or trusses, and 
bracing of same, headers over large openings such as windows or garage 
doors, etc.  A structural section should also show interior and exterior finish, 
sheathing and sub-floor, building paper, type of roofing, plates, joists bearing, 
ceiling height, clearance under joists when there is no basement, and all other 
pertinent details.  All wood should be at least six inches (6”) above any ground 
level except for joists which must be kept a minimum of eighteen inches (18”) 
above ground level. 
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FOUNDATION PLAN 
 EXAMPLE ONLY 

 
 
 

 
SCALE: ¼” = 1’  

 
 

Vent 8” x 16” footing 

6” x 24” 
Vent 

Vent 

Vent 

Fireplace footing 
12” thick 

6” projection 

4” x 6” beam on 
4” x 4” post 

14” x 14” x 8” piers 

6” concrete wall 
Floor Joist 

2” x 8”  
16” o/c 

6” x 24” 
Vent 

6” x 24” 
Vent 

6” x 24” 
Vent 

ALL FOOTINGS/FOUNDATIONS SHALL BE  
PLACED ON UNDISTURBED EARTH, OR: 
CONTACT THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

 
 

1. Show the size and shape of the foundation wall 
2. Show the location of beams, posts, footings, air vents or windows, access 

hole, stairways or doors. 
3. Show the size, direction and spacing of floor joists. 

 
 NOTE:  1.    Call for inspection before pouring concrete. 

2. The sizes depicted in the drawing above are for illustration 
      purposes only. 
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FLOOR PLAN  
EXAMPLE ONLY 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Show arrangement of partitions and rooms. 
2. Show location of plumbing fixtures, appliances and cupboards.  Include         

location and sizes for windows and doors. 
3. Location of chimney and fireplace. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Revised 6/9/08 
 

5



CROSS SECTION  
EXAMPLE ONLY 

 
 

 

5/8” span-rated sheathing 

2” x 6” Blocking 
w/Screen Vents and  
insulation baffle 

Siding 
Span-rated sheathing 
Vapor Barrier 
2” x 6” Studs @ 16” o/c 
R-21 Insulation 

R-30 Insulation 4 x 6 Beams @ 48” o/c 
4 x 4 P.T. Posts Min. 18” frost depth 

Min. 6” 
wide concrete 
wall 

ALL FOOTINGS/FOUNDATIONS SHALL BE  
PLACED ON UNDISTURBED EARTH, OR: 
CONTACT THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

Continuous ridge vent 
 
 
5/8” span-rated sheathing 

2” x 12” Rafters @ 24” o/c or Trusses 

          R-38 Insulation 

ALL FOOTINGS/FOUNDATIONS SHALL BE  

2” x 8” Ceiling Joists
@ 24” o/c

PLACED ON UNDISTURBED EARTH, OR: 
CONTACT THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

Min. 8” x 16” 
Concrete  
footing 

 
STRUCTURAL SECTION:  A structural section is a drawing of a building cut through 
the middle.  We look at the exposed, phantom edge.  The structural section will show the 
size of footings, thickness of foundation wall, grade of earth retained or backfilled against 
foundation walls, height of building, type of basement floor, size and spacing of studding, 
floor joists, rafters or trusses and bracing of same, headers over large openings such as 
windows, doors or garage doors, etc.  A structural section should also show interior and 
exterior finish, sheathing and sub-floor, building paper, type of roofing, plates, joist 
bearing, ceiling height, minimum 18 inches of clearance under joists when there is no 
basement; and all other pertinent details.  All wood should be at least six (6) inches above 
ground level except for joists as specified above. 
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