
VAPING &
PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSE

Amy Person, M.D.

Health Officer, Klickitat County

Board of Health meeting

December 4, 2019



VAPING ASSOCIATED LUNG INJURY

• 2290 cases
• 47 deaths
• 95% hospitalized
• 68% male
• 15% cases < 18
• Majority using THC
• Vitamin E acetate has 

been identified as a 
chemical of concern



WASHINGTON STATE

County Cases

King 7

Kitsap 2

Klickitat 1

Mason 1

Pierce 1

Snohomish 4

Spokane 3

Reported use of products Cases

THC products only 3

Nicotine products only 6

THC and nicotine product 5

Other 1

Unknown 3

NotYet Released 1



EMERGENCY RULING
STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

Chapter 246-80 WAC,Vapor Products and Flavors rule,

• Bans the sale of flavored vapor products

• Requires warning signs at non-marijuana vapor product 
retailers

• Requires mandatory reporting of cases of lung injury 
associated with the use of vapor products from health care 
providers and health care facilities.

• Ruling in effect for 120 days, as of 10/10/2019



EMERGENCY RULING
STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

• WAC 246-80-021 

• Bans the sale of vapor products containing vitamin 
E acetate

• Ruling in effect for 120 days, as of 11/20/2019



DISPOSAL

GUIDANCE FROM DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

Nicotine vaping products must be managed as hazardous 
waste 

Do not put vaping products in the trash, burn them, or 
pour them down the drain. 

Flavored vaping products containing THC must be disposed 
of according to existing law, WAC 314-55-097





REPORTING

• Outreach to providers & hospital systems

• Follow up on cases
• Data mining of ESSENCE

• Provider reported



VAPING & YOUTH

SAFER ≠ SAFE

Courtesy of Stacy Herman



E-CIGARETTE AEROSOL



MARKETING TO YOUTH

½ of Klickitat 10th

graders are buying 
their own vapor 
products





CURRENT CIGARETTE SMOKING
P E R C E NT  O F  S T U D ENT S  W H O  R E P O RT  S M O KIN G  C I G A R E T T E S

I N  T H E  PA S T  3 0  DAYS

Klickitat County
- Source: 2018 Healthy Youth Survey



CURRENT E-CIGARETTE SMOKING OR VAPING
P E R C E NT  O F  S T U D ENT S  W H O  R E P O RT  U S IN G  A N  E L E C T RO NIC  C I G A R E T T E ,

E - C I G  O R  VA P E  P E N  I N  T H E  PA S T  3 0  DAYS

Klickitat County
- Source: 2018 Healthy Youth Survey



Type of Substance Used in E-Cigarette or Vaped in Past 30 Days
Percentages are of students who used e-cigarettes in the past 30 days

Klickitat County
- Source: 2018 Healthy Youth Survey



CURRENT MARI JUANA USE
P E R C E NT  O F  S T U D ENT S  W H O  R E P O RT  U S IN G  M A R I JUA NA

I N  T H E  PA S T  3 0  DAYS

Klickitat County
- Source: 2018 Healthy Youth Survey





MAXIMIZE HEALTH IMPACT



EFFECT OF TOBACCO PREVENTION

Statewide tobacco 
prevention & control 
program

Smoke-free public 
places law
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QUESTIONS?


