Pl ERS AND DOCKS

Pi ers and docks are structures which abut a shoreline and are used
as a landing or noorage place for commercial and pleasure craft.
Piers are built on fixed platforns above the water, while docks
float upon the water

Pi ers and docks may be used for recreational or
comerci al /i ndustrial purposes. Recreational piers and docks may
be either single use piers and docks serving one residential |ot
or comunity piers and docks serving nmultiple lots, individuals or
famlies. Piers and docks containing nore than ten (10) noorage
spaces are considered marinas and are regul ated under that section
of this master program

Recreational floats are also addressed in this section
Recreational floats are anchored of fshore platforns for

wat er - dependent recreational activities such as sw nm ng and
di vi ng.

Exenpti ons:

Docks for private, non-commercial pleasure craft, and common to
single fam |y residences, and costing |ess than two thousand five
hundred dollars ($2,500) are exenpt fromthe requirenent for a
shoreline Substantial Devel opnment Permt pursuant to RCW 90.58. 030
(3-e-vii). The County, for the benefit of the | ot owner, adjacent
properties, and water body users, will review all proposals for

pi ers and docks to determne if:

1. The proposal is or is not exenpt fromthe requirenent
for a Substantial Devel opnent Permt; and

2. The proposal is suitably |ocated and desi gned and t hat
all potential inmpacts have been recogni zed and
mtigated; and

3. The proposal is consistent with the intent, policies,
and regul ations of the Act (RCW90.58.140(1)) and this
pl an.
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A. Policies

1. The use of floating docks should be encouraged in those
areas where scenic values are high and where conflicts
Wi th recreational boaters and fishernen will not be

created

2. Qpen-pil e piers should be encouraged, where shore
trolling is inportant and where scenic values will not
be i npai red.

3. Priority should be given to the use of community piers

and docks in all new major waterfront subdivisions. In
general , encouragenent should be given to cooperative
use of piers and docks.

4, Address the problemof proliferation of single-purpose
private piers and establish criteria for their |ocation,
spacing, and length. Delimt geographi cal areas where
pile piers will have priority over floating docks.

5. The capacity of shorelines sites to absorb inpacts of
wast e di scharges from boats including gas and spill age
shoul d be determ ned before providing for boat docking

facilities.

6. Pi ers and docks shoul d be designed to cause m ni mum
interference with public use of the waters surface and
shorel i ne.

7. Pi ers and docks and their associated activities should

conserve and enhance water quality, fish, shellfish, and
wildlife resources and habitats.

B. Regul ati ons

1. The construction of a pier or dock, designed for
pl easure craft only, for the private non-conmmrercial use
of the owner, |essee, or contract purchaser of a
single-famly residence, the cost of which does not
exceed $2,500.00, is exenpt fromthe permt system

(90.58.030 (3) (e) (vii) ROW.
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Permt approval shall be subject to the approval of
appropriate federal and state agencies for navigation
and fish habitat.

Proposal s for piers or docks shall include, at a
m nimum the follow ng information

a Description of the proposed structure, including
its size, location, design, and any shoreline
stabilization or other nodification required by the
proj ect ;

b. Owner shi p of shorel ands or badl ands;

C. Proposed | ocation of piers or docks relative to
property lines and ordinary high water |ine; and

d. Location and |l ength of piers or docks on adjacent
Properti es.

Piers, docks, or floats shall be |ocated, designed, and
constructed so as to cause mninmuminterference with
navi gati on and public use of the waters surface and
shoreline, and so as to cause no undue harmto adjacent
properti es.

Envi ronnent al Revi ew

a. Pi ers and docks shoul d be sited and designed to
m nimze all possible adverse environnment inpacts,
i ncluding potential inpacts on littoral drift, sand
novenent, water circulation and quality, and fish
and wildlife habitat.

b. In areas identified by the Departnents of
Fi sheries, Game, or Natural Resources, as having a
hi gh environmental value for shellfish, fish life,
or wildlife, piers and docks shall not be all owed
except where functionally necessary to the
propagation, harvesting, testing, or
experinmentation of said marine fisheries or
wildlife, unless it can be conclusively established
that the dock or pier will not ho detrinental to
tho natural habitat.
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C. The capacity of the shoreline site to absorb the
i npacts of waste di scharges from boats and gas and
oil spills should be considered in evaluating every
proposed dock or pier.

d. The use of nooring buoys for small boat and
pl easure craft may be required in lieu of a dock or
pier if a proposed dock or pier would adversely
interfere with basic geo-hydraulic processes.

The | ength, w dth, nunber, and types of docks or piers
shall be Iimted to that which is actually needed to
fulfill its purpose.

Docks or pier use limtations in shoreline environnents:

NATURAL- Pr ohi bi t ed
CONSERVANCY- Condi ti onal Use
RURAL- Condi ti onal Use
COMWUNI TY- Condi ti onal Use

URBAN | NDUSTRI AL- Condi ti onal Use
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