UTI LI TI ES

Uilities are services and facilities that produce, transmt,

carry,

sewage,

store, process, or dispose of electric power, gas, water,
conmuni cations, oil, and the like. Solid Waste di sposal

sites and facilities are not included. (See Solid Waste D sposal
for regulations pertaining to this use.) At this tinme, the nost
feasi bl e nmethods of transm ssion are |ineal ones consisting of

pi pes and wires. The installation of this apparatus necessarily

di sturbs the | andscape but can usually be planned to have m ni mum

vi sual

and physical effects on the environnent.

A Pol i ci es

1.

Whenever these facilities nmust be placed in a shoreline
area, the location should be chosen so as not to
obstruct or destroy scenic views. Wenever feasible,
these facilities should be placed underground, or
designed to do mni mal damage to aesthetic qualities of
a shoreline area.

To the extent feasible, major transm ssion |line
ri ghts-of-way on shorelines should tie in with the plan
for public access.

Uilities should be planned to accommodate growth in
shorel i ne areas.

Whenever possible utility lines to new structures in
shoreline areas should be placed underground.

Utilities should utilize existing transportati on and
utility rights-of-way and corridors whenever possible,
rat her than creating new corridors. Joint use of

ri ghts-of-way and corridors should be encouraged.

Uilities should be | ocated, designed and constructed to
protect water quality and flow, fish and wildlife

habi tats, geo-hydraulic processes, and other shoreline
resour ces.

Uilities should not be |ocated in natural narshes,
bogs, and swanps; estuaries; critical wildlife areas or
ot her unique and fragile areas unless no feasible
alternatives exist.
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B.

Regul

New utility facilities should be |located so as not to
requi re extensive shoreline protection work.

ations

The Washington State Thermal Power Plant Siting Law
(Chapter RCW80.50) regul ates the |ocation of electrical
generating and distribution facilities directly tied to
t he operation of a proposed thermal power plant. Under
this law, the state preenpts certification and

regul ati on of thermal power plant sites and thernal
power plants.

Upon conpl etion of installation and/ or mai ntenance
proj ects, shorelines shall be restored to pre-project
configuration, replanted with native species, and
provi ded mai ntenance care until the newly planted
vegetation is established.

Applications for installation of utility facilities
shal | include the foll ow ng:

a. Description of the proposed facilities;

b. Reason(s) why the utility facility requires a
shoreline | ocation;

C. Alternative | ocations considered and reasons for
their elimnation

d. Location of other utility facilities in the
vicinity of a proposed project and any plans to
include the facilities of other types of utilities
in a project;

e. Pl ans for reclamation of areas disturbed during
constructi on;

f. Plans for control of erosion and turbidity during
construction; and

g. | dentification of any possibility for |ocating a
proposed facility within an existing utility
ri ght-of-way.
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Uility devel opnent shall, through coordination with

| ocal government agencies, provide for conpatible,

mul tiple use of sites and rights-of-way. Such uses

i ncl ude shoreline access points, trail systens, and
other fornms of recreation and transportation, providing
such uses wll not unduly interfere with utility
operations, endanger public health and safety or create
a significant liability for the owner.

The following utility facilities, which are not
essentially wat er-dependent, are prohibited in shoreline
areas unless it can be shown that no alternatives are

f easi bl e:

a. Water systemtreatnent plants;

b. Sewage systemlines, interceptors, punp stations
and treatnment plants;

C. El ectrical energy generating plants (except for dam
sites), substations, |ines, and cabl es;

d. Pet r ol eum and gas pi pelines; and

e. Accessory uses and adm nistrative structures for
utilities.

Uility lines shall utilize existing rights-of-way,
corridors and/or bridge crossings whenever possible, and
shal | avoid duplication and construction of new or
parallel corridors in all shoreline areas. Proposals for
new corridors in shoreline areas or water crossings nust
fully substantiate the infeasibility of existing routes.

Uility facilities shall be located to avoid destruction
of or damage to marshes, bogs, and swanps; critical
wildlife areas; and other unique and fragile areas
except where it is denonstrated that no feasible
alternatives exist.

Uility facilities requiring withdrawal of water from
streans or rivers shall be |located only where m ni num
flows, as established by the Washington State Departnent
of Fisheries, can be naintai ned.
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10.

11.

Where major facilities nmust be placed in a shoreline
area, the location and design shall be chosen so as not
to destroy or obstruct scenic views.

Construction of utilities under water or in adjacent
wet | ands shall be tinmed to avoid major fish mgratory
runs.

Uilities use limtations in shoreline environnents:

NATURAL BUFFER ZONE - Conditional Use
NATURAL- Pr ohi bi t ed
CONSERVANCY- Condi ti onal Use

RURAL- Perm tted

COWUN TY-Perm tted

URBAN | NDUSTRI AL- Perm tt ed
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