BREAKWATERS

Breakwaters are a protective structure usually built off-shore to
protect beaches, bluffs, dunes, or harbor areas fromwave action.
However, because off-shore breakwaters are costly to build, they
are sel dom constructed to protect natural features alone, but are
general ly constructed for navigational purposes al so. Breakwaters
can be either rigid in construction or floating. The rigid
breakwat ers, which are usually constructed of riprap or rock, have
bot h beneficial and detrinental effects on a shore. Al
breakwat ers elimnate wave action and thus protect the shore

i medi at el y behind them (For additional discussion, policy, and
regul ation. see follow ng use activists for Jetties and G oins.)

A Pol i ci es

1. Br eakwat ers shoul d be designed to have a m ni nmum ef f ect
on sand novenent and fish [ife. Any inpacts to fish
resources should be fully mtigated.

2. Restriction of the public use of surface water as a
result of breakwater construction shoul d be considered
in granting shoreline permts for construction.

B. Regul ati ons

1. Breakwat ers shall not be permtted where public use of a
wat er surface woul d be severely restricted.

2. Proposal s for breakwaters shall gain signatural approva
fromall shoreline |and owners within a one (1) mle
radi us of a project proposal.

3. Proposed designs for new or expanded breakwat ers,
jetties, and groins shall be designed by and so
certified by a registered civil engineer.

4. The design of new breakwaters and jetties shall
i ncorporate provisions for public access such as
sightseeing and public fishing if the County determ nes
such access to be feasible and desirable.

5. Breakwat ers shall not be constructed unless positive
need has been denonstrated. Applications shall include
an evaluation for the need of a breakwater.

040301-1



Breakwat ers shall only be allowed to protect water
dependent activities and as an integral conponent of a
har bor, marina, or port.

Breakwater use limtations in shoreline environnents:

NATURAL- Pr ohi bi t ed

CONSERVANCY- Pr ohi bi t ed

RURAL- Pr ohi bi t ed

COVMUNI TY- Pr ohi bit ed
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