DREDA NG

Dredging is the renoval or displacenent of earth such as gravel,
sand, nud, or silt, and/or other materials or debris from any
stream river, lake, or marine water body, and associ ated
shorelines and wetlands. Dredging is normally done for specific
pur poses or uses, such as constructing and mai ntai ni ng canal s,
navi gati on channel s, turning basins, harbors, or marinas,

sub- mari ne pipelines, or cable crossings; for obtaining nmaterial
for fill or construction as part of an Aquacul tural operation; or
for di ke repair and mai ntenance. Dredging nay al so be used for
underwater mning activities.

Dredge spoil is the material renoved by dredgi ng. Dredge spoi

di sposal is the depositing of dredged materials on land or into
wat er bodies for the purpose of either creating new or additional
| ands for other uses or disposing of the by-products of dredging.
Dredge spoil disposal on land is also subject to the [andfil
policies and regul ations of this program

Exenpti ons:

Pursuant to WAC 173-27-040, the follow ng actions are exenpt from
the requirenent for a Shoreline Substantial Devel opnment Permt:

1. Qper ati ons, nmi ntenance, or construction of canals,
wat erways, drains, reservoirs, or other facilities that
now exi st or are hereafter created or devel oped as part
of an irrigation systemfor the primary purpose of
maki ng use of systemwaters, including return flow and
artificially stored ground water fromirrigation |ands.

2. Qperation and nai ntenance of any system of dikes,
ditches, drains, or other facilities existing on the
effective date of the 1975 anendatory act which were
created, developed, or utilized primarily as part of an
agricul tural drainage or diking system

Actions exenpt from Substantial Devel opnent Permts are stil
required to conply with the Shoreline Managenent Act and the
County Shoreline Master Plan. DOE/ Arny Corps of Engineers
notifications of dredging proposals will be reviewed by the County
to determ ne whether or not the activity is exenpt fromthe

requi renent for a Substantial Devel opment Permit and to insure
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that a proposed action is consistent with the intent, policies,
and regul ations of the Act and this plan.

A. Policies

1.

I ncl ude I ong range plans for the deposit and use of
spoils on land. Spoil deposit sites in water areas
shoul d al so be identified by | ocal governnment in
cooperation with the State Departnents of Natura
Resources, Fish and Wldlife. Deposition of dredge
material in water areas should be allowed only for
habi tat inprovenent to correct problens of material
di stribution adversely affecting fish and shellfish
resour ces.

Dr edgi ng and dredge spoil disposal should be | ocated and
conducted in a manner whi ch m nimzes damage to existing
ecol ogi cal values, natural and cultural resources of the
area to be dredged, and the disposal site.

Dr edge spoil disposal in water bodies should be

di scouraged, except for habitat inprovenents or where
depositing dredge spoil on |and woul d be nore
detrinmental to shoreline resources than deposition in
wat er ar eas.

Long-range pl ans shoul d be devel oped for the deposit and
use of spoil on land. Spoil deposit sites in water areas
shoul d al so be identified by | ocal governnments in
cooperation with the State Departnents of Natura
Resources, Fish and Wldlife.

When dredge spoil has suitable organic and physi cal
properties, dredging operators should be encouraged to
recycle dredged material for use in agricultural areas,
for beach feeding or shore rehabilitation, or for use as
construction materi al .

Dr edgi ng operations shoul d be planned and conducted to

mnimze interference with navigation and adverse
i npacts to other shoreline uses, properties, and val ues.
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B. Regul ati ons

1.

Applications for shoreline dredgi ng and di sposal shal
provide, at a mnimum the follow ng information:

a. Physi cal, chem cal, and biol ogi cal anal ysis of
material to be dredged, including nateri al
conposition particle size distribution, volune and
anount, organic content, source of material,
vol atil e solids, chem cal oxygen demand (COD),
grease and oil, oxygen and heavy netals, nutrients,
sul fi des and bi ol ogi cal organi sns, both per manent
and mgratory/transitory;

b. Dr edgi ng techni que, frequency, timng and
pr ocedur es;

C. Met hod of disposal, including the |ocation, size,
capacity and physical characteristics of the spoi
di sposal area;

d. Location and stability of badl ands adjacent to a
proposed dredgi ng area;

e. Hydraul i ¢ anal yses, including tidal fluctuations,
current flows, direction and projected inpacts.
Hydraul i ¢ nodeling studies may be required for
| arge scal e, extensive dredgi ng projects,
particularly in estuaries, in order to identify
exi sting geo-hydraulic patterns and probable
effects of dredging; and

f. Assessnent of water quality inpacts.

In evaluating permt applications for any dredging
project, the adverse effects of initial dredging,
subsequent nai nt enance dredgi ng, and dredge spoi

di sposal shall be considered. Dredging and dredge spoil
di sposal shall be permtted only where it is
denmonstrated that the proposed actions will not:

a. Result in significant damage to water quality,
fish, shellfish, and other essential marine
bi ol ogi cal el enents; or
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b. Adversely alter natural drainage and circul ation
patterns, currents, river and tidal flows, or
significantly reduce flood water capacities.

Proposal s for dredgi ng and dredge spoil disposal shal
include all feasible mtigating nmeasures to protect

mari ne habitats and to mnim ze adverse inpacts such as
turbidity, release of nutrients, heavy netals, sulfides,
organic materials or toxic substances, dissolved oxygen
depl etion, disruption of food chains, |oss of benthic
productivity and di sturbance of fish runs, and inportant
| ocal i zed bi ol ogi cal comunities.

Mar shes, bogs, and swanps shall not be disturbed or
altered through excavation, filling, dredging or

di sposal of dredged material unless it is denonstrated
that there are no feasible alternatives and that the
proposed devel opnent woul d preserve or enhance wildlife
habi tats, natural drainages, and/or other val uable
functions of wetlands (as discussed in U S. Arny Corps
of Engi neers 33 CFR 320.4(b).

Dr edgi ng and dredge spoil disposal shall be carefully
schedul ed to protect biological productivity (fish runs,
spawni ng, benthic productivity, etc.) and to mnim ze
interference with fishing activities. Dredging
activities should not occur in areas used for conmerci al
drift net fishing during a fishing season.

Dr edgi ng bel ow the ordinary high water |ine shall be
permtted only:

a. For navigation or navigational access;

b. In conjunction with a water-dependent use of water
bodi es or adj acent shorel ands;

C. As part of an approved habitat inprovenent project;
d. To inprove water flow or water quality, provided

that all dredged material shall be nmanaged so as to
prevent it fromreentering a water.

040303-4



e. For mning and/or mneral extraction, as provided
in the regulations on Mning; or

f. In conjunction with a bridge, navigationa
structure or waste water treatnent facility for
which there is a public need and where ot her
feasible sites or routes do not exist.

Dr edgi ng shall not occur in the follow ng | ocations:
a. Al ong net positive drift sectors and where

geohydraul i c processes are active and accretion
shore fornms woul d be danaged or irretrievably |ost;

b. In shoreline areas with bottomsoils that are prone
to sloughing, refilling, and continual maintenance
dr edgi ng;

C. In officially designated fish, shellfish, and

wi I dlife spawni ng, nesting, harvesting, and
concentration areas as defined by the Washi ngt on
Marine Atlas (DNR), as anended, and other officia
docunents of local, state, and federal resource
agenci es;

d. I n fl oodways, other than the Colunbia R ver, except
for gravel bar scal ping; or

e. Where currents and tidal activity are significant,
requiring extensive nai ntenance dredgi ng.

Dredging for the primary purpose of obtaining materi al

for landfill, construction or beach feeding is not
permtted, except for enmergency shoreline stabilization
and flood protection neasures. (Further option: limted

gravel bar scalping in streamnays is permtted under
M ni ng regul ations.)

Depositing dredged materials in water areas shall be
allowed only (a) for wildlife habitat inprovenent, (b)
to correct problens of material distribution adversely
affecting fish and shellfish resources, (c) for beach
feeding, or (d) when the alternative of depositing
materials on land is nore detrinental to shoreline
resources than depositing it in water areas.
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10.

Dredging use limtations in shoreline environnents:

NATURAL- Pr ohi bi t ed
CONSERVANCY- Condi ti onal Use
RURAL- Condi ti onal Use
COMWUNI TY-Condi ti onal Use
URBAN | NDUSTRI AL-Perm tted
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