CLEARI NG AND GRADI NG

Clearing and grading is the activity associ ated wi th devel opi ng
property for a particular use including, but not limted to,
commercial, industrial, recreational, and residential uses.
Specifically, "clearing" neans the destruction or renoval of
veget ati ve ground cover including, non-nerchantable tinber,
shrubs, or grasses. "Gading" neans the physical nanipul ation of
the earth's surface and/or surface drai nage pattern w thout
significantly adding or renoving on-site materials. This includes
renmoving the duff layer, all surcharging, preloading and
recontouring the ground, and may include m nor excavation and
filling.

Both activities, clearing and gradi ng, nay increase erosion,
siltation, runoff/flooding, change drai nage patterns, reduce fl ood
storage capacity, and danmage habitat. Although it is not
technically considered "devel opment” which triggers a substantia
devel opnment permt, clearing as an activity that inpacts shoreline
resources is regulated in order to achieve the design goals and
obj ectives of the Shoreline Master Plan, particularly al ong
Shorelines of State-Wde Significance where preservation of

natural shoreline characteristics takes a very high priority. For
single-famly residences, 250 cubic yards of fill may be all owed
W t hout a substantial devel opnment permt provided all policies and
regul ati ons of the Shoreline Master Plan are net.

POLI A ES:

1. Al'l clearing and grading activities should be designed and
conducted to mnimze inpacts to wildlife habitat,
sedi nent ati on of creeks, streans, ponds, |akes, wetlands, and
ot her water bodi es and degradation of water quality.

2. Clearing and grading activities in shoreline areas should be
limted to the m nimum necessary to accommodat e shoreline
devel opnent .

3. Negative environnmental and shoreline inpacts of clearing and
gradi ng shoul d be avoi ded wherever possible through proper
site planning, construction timng and practices, bank
stabilization, bioengineering, and use of erosion and
drai nage control methods as well as adequate nai ntenance.
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4. Cl eared and disturbed sites remai ning after conpl etion of
construction should be pronptly replanted with native
vegetation or, in limted circunstances, with other species
recommended by the Natural Resource Conservation D strict.

5. All clearing and grading activities should be designed with
t he objective of maintaining natural diversity in vegetative
speci es, age, and cover density.

6. For extensive grading proposals, a clearing and gradi ng pl an
addr essi ng species renoval, replanting, irrigation, erosion,
and sedi nentation control and other nethods of riparian
corridor protection should be required conformng to the
standards for the maxi num percentage of site clearing
permtted.

REGULATI ONS:

1. AIl clearing and grading activities shall be limted to the
m ni mum necessary for intended devel opnent, i ncluding
residential developnent. A grading/clearing plan may be
requi red, when deened appropriate by the Adm ni strator

2. Cearing and grading activities may only be permtted when
associated with an all owabl e shoreline devel opment or use,
PROVI DED t hat upon conpl etion of construction, renaining
cl eared areas shall be replanted with native vegetation.
Repl anted areas shall be maintained such that within three
years the vegetation is fully re-established.

3. Normal non-destructive pruning and trimmng of vegetation for
mai nt enance purposes shall not be subject to these clearing and
grading regulations. In addition, clearing by hand held
equi prent of invasive non-native shoreline vegetation or plants
listed on the State Noxious Weed List is permtted in shoreline
| ocations if native vegetation, or other species reconended by
the Natural Resource Conservation District, is pronptly re-
established in the disturbed area.

4. Any significant placenent of materials fromoff-site, or
substantial creation or raising of dry upland shall be
considered landfill land shall also conply with the | andfil
policies and regul ations of the Klickitat County Shoreline
Mast er Pl an.
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5. For Shorelines of State and County Significance:

a

OHWMWMto 50 feet |andward on a horizontal plane fromthe
OHWM - Grading and clearing requires a Shorelines
Condi tional Use Permt.

50 to 100 feet landward on a horizontal plane fromthe
OHWM - Gading and clearing is permtted provided 75% of
this vegetation buffer area shall be |left undisturbed, or
wi || be enhances (as determ ned by the Pl anning
Departnent).

100 to 200 feet |landward on a horizontal plane fromthe
OHMWM - No restrictions on grading or clearing.

Grading and clearing use limtation on shoreline
envi ronnent s:

NATURAL - prohibited

CONSERVANCY - permitted as defined above
RURAL - permtted as defined above

COWUNI TY - permtted as defined above
URBAN | NDUSTRIAL - permtted as defined above
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