SECTI ON 6: ADJUSTMENTS, VARI ANCES AND APPEALS

6.1 Pol i cy and I ntent

It is the policy of the Board to provide for relief in
case of hardship, and a process of appeal to govern
situations in which parties affected by these zoning
regul ati ons allege inproper admnistrative actions.

6.2 Board of Adjustnment Created

To carry out the intent and policy of the Board, a
Board of Adjustnment is hereby created.

6.2:1 Board of Adjustnment Menbers

The Board of Adjustnment shall consist of five voting
menbers, all of whom shall be appointed, serve, and be
renoved in accordance with the provisions of Chapter
36.70 RCW  (One nenber of the Board of Adjustnent shall
be an appoi nted nenber of the Pl anni ng Conm ssi on.

6.2:2 Board of Adjustnent: Quorum
The presence of three voting nenbers shall constitute a
quor um

6.2:3 Duti es and Powers: Board of Adjustnent

The jurisdictional duties and powers of the Board of
Adj ustment are as foll ows:

1. Hearing and deciding applications for conditional
uses (principal and accessory) expressly provided
for in certain districts.

2. Application for variances from the terns of this
ordi nance; provided, that any variance granted
shal | be subject to such conditions as will assure
that the adjustnment thereby authorized shall not
constitute a gr ant of speci al privil ege
inconsistent wth the I|imtations wupon other
properties in the vicinity and district in which
subject property is situated, and that the
foll owi ng circunstances are found to apply:

(a) because of special circunstances applicable
to subject property, including size, shape,
t opography, location or surroundings, the
strict application of this ordinance is found
to deprive subject property of rights and
privileges enjoyed by other properties in the
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vicinity and under identical zoning district
cl assifications;

(b) that the granting of the variance will not be
materially detrimental to the public welfare
or injurious to the property or inprovenents
in the vicinity and zoning district in which
subj ect property is situated.

3. Appeal s, where it is alleged by the applicant that
there is error in any order, requirenment, permt,
deci sion, determnation rmade by an admnistrative
official in the admnistration or enforcenent of
t hi s ordinance.

Appeals - Tine Limt

Appeal s may be taken to the Board of Adjustnent by any
person aggrieved, or by any officer, departnent, board
or bureau affected by any decision of an administrative
of ficial. Such appeals shall be filed in witing in
duplicate with the Board of Adjustnment within twenty
(20) days of the date of the action being appeal ed.

Notice of Tinme and Place of Hearing

Upon the filing of an application for a conditional use
permt or a variance, the Board of Adjustnent shall set
the tine and pl ace for a public hearing in such matter
and witten notice thereof shall be miled to al
property owners of record within a radius of three
hundred (300) feet of the exterior boundaries of the
subj ect property. The witten notice shall be nmailed
no |l ess than fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing.

Appeal - Notice of Tinme and Pl ace

Upon the filing of an appeal from an admnistrative
determnation, or from the action of the Drector of
Pl anning, the Board of Adjustnment shall set the tine
and place at which the matter will be considered. At
|l east a fourteen (14) day notice of such time and
pl ace, together with one copy of the witten appeal,
shall be given to the official whose decision is being
appeal ed. At least fourteen (14) days notice of the
time and place shall also be given to the adverse
parties of record in the case. The official from whom
the appeal is being taken shall forthwith transmt to
the Board of Adjustnent all of the records pertaining
to the decision being appealed from together with such
additional witten report as he deens pertinent.
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Scope of Authority on Appea

In exercising the powers granted herein, the Board of
Adj ustment may reverse or affirm wholly or in part, or
may nodify the order, requi renent, decision or
determ nation appealed from and may nake such order,
requi renent, decision or determnation as should be
made and, to that end, shall have all the powers of the
official from whom the appeal is taken, insofar as the
deci sion on the particular issue is concerned.

Board of Adjustnment - Action Final

The action by the Board of Adjustnent on an application
for a conditional use permt or a variance, or on an
appeal from the decision of the Director of Planning or
an admnistrative officer shall be final and concl usive
unless within ten (10) days from the date of said
action the original applicant or an adverse party nakes
application to a court of conpetent jurisdiction for a
wit of certiorari, a wit of prohibition or a wit of
mandanus.

I ncl usi on of Findings of Fact

The Board of Adjustnent shall, in naking an order,
requi renent, decision or determnation, include in a
witten record of the case the findings of fact upon
whi ch the action is based.

Appeal s to Board of County Conm ssioners

Any interested citizen or admnistrative officer of the
County may appeal to the Board from rulings of the
Pl anning Conmi ssion where such ruling allegedly is

adverse to his interests. Witten notice of appeal
from such rulings shall be filed within fourteen (14)
days from such ruling. Thereupon the Pl anning

Commi ssion shall forthwith transmt to the Board all
papers constituting the record upon which the ruling
was nade. The Board at its hearing nmay receive such
further evidence as seens relevant. After a hearing
the Board nmay overrule or alter the decision of the
Pl anning Comm ssion by a majority vote of the full
boar d.

Appl i cati on Procedure

An application for a variance, conditional use permt,
or appeal shall be filed with the Director of Planning
on a form provided by the Director. Appl i cation nust
be acconpani ed by a check nmade payable to the County in



the sum set by ordinance of the Board of County
Commi ssi oners which shall be non-refundable and used to
cover costs incurred in processing such application.



