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ADDITIONAL DOSE OF COVID-19 VACCINE NOW RECOMMENDED FOR
CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS
Klickitat County Health Department Shares Latest Recommendation from the DOH
Goldendale, WA, August 17, 2021 - Klickitat County Health Department (KCHD) was notified
on August 16, 2021 that an additional dose of COVID-19 vaccine will be recommended for
certain immunocompromised individuals.
Last week, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP), and Western States Scientific Safety Review Workgroup
recommended a third dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines for certain
immunocompromised groups. These groups are more likely to get severely ill from COVID-19
and may benefit from an additional dose. This includes people who:
● Are receiving active cancer treatment for tumors or cancers of the blood
● Received an organ transplant and are taking medicine to suppress the immune system
● Received a stem cell transplant within the last 2 years or are taking medicine to suppress
the immune system
● Have moderate or severe primary immunodeficiency (such as DiGeorge syndrome,
Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome)
● Have advanced or untreated HIV infection
● Are receiving active treatment with high-dose corticosteroids or other drugs that may
suppress the immune response.
● While the vaccines are 90 percent effective against most coronavirus variants, studies
show that immunocompromised individuals do not always build strong immunity. The
third dose is not considered a booster dose, but an additional dose for those who did not
develop adequate immunity with the two-dose series.
At this time, people who are not immunocompromised should not receive an additional dose of
any COVID-19 vaccine. Healthcare providers are advised to not administer any doses of vaccine
beyond the doses recommended by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP),
even if an individual requests it.
You can read more about considerations for an additional dose of COVID-19 vaccine, including
a list of immunocompromising conditions, in the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s
interim clinical considerations.
You can also see:
● CDC’s news release on ACIP’s recommendation

● FDA’s news release on the additional dose
● CDC Clinical Outreach and Communication Activity (COCA) call on August 17, 2021
###
About Klickitat County Public Health
Klickitat County Public Health is always working for a safer and healthier community. As the
region’s public health leader and partner, we are committed to excellence through innovative
programs, community partnerships and a fundamental dedication to promote and protect the
health of all Klickitat County residents.
For More Information:
Klickitat County Public Health: www.klickitatcounty.org/289/Public-Health
Klickitat Valley Health: www.kvhealth.net
Skyline Health: www.myskylinehealth.org
Northshore Medical Group: www.northshore-medical.com
COVID-19 Risk Assessment Dashboard:
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/what-you-need-know/covid-19-risk-assessment-dashboard

