Klickitat County

Klickitat County

Emergency P
Management & %
9' 1 - 1/ D i S pa tc h Emergency Management

199 Industrial Way, Goldendale, WA 98620
(509) 773-4545
Fax (509) 773-0362
emergencymanagement@klickitatcounty.org

Media Release

For immediate release:
Thursday 19th, 2020, 1:00 PM

2" Case of 2019 Novel Coronavirus confirmed in a Klickitat County resident

KLICKITAT COUNTY — Today, the Klickitat County Department of Health (DOH) confirmed a 2" case of
2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19). This patient is not considered to be a high risk for community

transmission. The patient is self-quarantined and self- isolated at home. The Klickitat County
Emergency Operations Center along with the Klickitat County Health Department is working with the
Washington State Department of Health, Local Medical Providers, and Emergency Management to
identify and contact all those who may have come in contact with the confirmed case. These
individuals will be monitored for fever and respiratory symptoms. Resources available within Klickitat
County include the KVH Nurse Helpline is open, the Klickitat Valley Health has implemented a COVID-
19 nurse helpline to assist with the screening of patients that are experiencing symptoms.

What is Novel Coronavirus (Covid-19)?

Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) is a new virus strain spreading from person to person in Washington
State. Symptoms primarily include fever, cough, and shortness of breath. These symptoms can appear
2-14 days after exposure. The virus spreads most effectively through close contact with one another
via cough or sneezes. It can also be spread by touching surfaces or objects with the virus on it.

How can people protect themselves and others?

The most important thing you can do is maintain your social distancing. Social distancing
means remaining out of group settings, avoiding mass gatherings, and maintaining 6 feet or
more from others if possible. Stay home if you have any one of the following symptoms: a
temperature of 100.4 degrees F (or greater) or a cough or shortness of breath.



Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Avoid close contact (6 feet) with
people who are sick. Clean and disinfect objects and surfaces around your house and business.

What can | do to help?

EVERYONE in Klickitat County needs to be responsible with their own health and stay
informed. If everyone is diligent and responsible it will help response to this emerging public
health threat in Klickitat County. We should all do our part and not make assumptions by
discriminating, spreading misinformation /rumors, or harassing individuals, families, and
communities. Be diligent with social distancing. Wash your hands. Stay home if you have any
one of the following symptoms: a temperature of 100.4 degrees F (or greater) or a cough or shortness
of breath.

What should I do if | think | have Coronavirus?

You need to stay home, restrict your activities outside your home, EXCEPT for getting medical care. Dial
911 if you are having an emergency. Call ahead before visiting your doctor, the hospital or emergency
department and tell them you suspect you have COVID-19. DO NOT go to work, or public areas. Avoid
using shared transportation if possible. Wash your hands. Cover your coughs and sneezes.

For more information on Novel Coronavirus

This is an emerging situation with rapidly evolving information. Updates will be made as new
information emerges on the DOH website. The Washington State Department of Health has
established a call center to address questions from the public. If you have questions about what is
happening in Washington State, how the virus is spread, and what to do if you have symptoms, please
call 1-800-525-0127 and press #.

Sign up for Emergency Notifications through our website
Klickitat County Department of Emergency Management
https://www klickitatcounty.org/249/Emergency-Management

Prepare for Disasters - Be informed - Plan Ahead
www.klickitatcounty.org/986/Emergency-Preparedness
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